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Announcement  
 
The Harvest Proclamation of the Saint-Emilion Jurade:  

a special recital 
by the young international tenor  
Joseph Calleja  

 
Ten years ago, the jurisdiction of Saint-Emilion and its 5,400 hectares (13,340 acres) of vines was listed as a 
Unesco World Heritage Site. This was the first time that a winegrowing area was given this distinction. This 
10-year anniversary, coupled with the yearly Harvest Proclamation by the Saint-Emilion Jurade, will be 
marked by a special celebration featuring a recital by the tenor Joseph Calleja on Saturday 12 September 
2009 at 20.00 in the Saint-Emilion Collegial Church.  
 

Joseph Calleja, the new global opera star  
Aged only 30, Joseph Calleja is one of the most sought-after tenors, appearing regularly in all the major 
international opera houses. He recently interpreted the Duke in “Rigoletto” by Verdi and Nemorino in 
“Elisir d’amore” by Donizetti at the New York Metropolitan Opera. His voice is described by critics and 
opera connoisseurs as the first of the new millennium to bridge the divide between the “old school” tone 
and timbre, and the 21st century opera sound. Sometimes hailed as Luciano Pavarotti’s successor, in Saint-
Emilion he will interpret arias by 
Handel, Pergolesi, Bizet, Gounod and Massenet. 
 
Saint-Emilion adds Maltese brilliance to its wines 
The Maltese tenor was a winner of the “Operalia” competition, founded and judged by Placido Domingo. 
He was one of the most noticed young international singers and began his career at 20. Since then, his 
engagements have led him to sing in practically all the major European and North American venues, such 
as Covent Garden, the New York Metropolitan Opera, the operas of Chicago, Washington, Los Angeles, 
Zurich, Bologna, Munich, Berlin and Barcelona, where he has interpreted the 20 or so essential roles that 
all tenors sing in their careers. Singing recitals alone or as a duo with such marvellous artists as Anna 
Netrebko, Renée Fleming and Bryn Terfel, he has worked with the leading international conductors, 
including Riccardo Chailly, Zubin Mehta, Kurt Masur and James Levine.  
For the special recital he will give in Saint-Emilion, Joseph Calleja will be accompanied by his countryman, the 
Maltese conductor and pianist Brian Schembri, who also enjoys remarkable international renown.  
Prices: €110 (Area 1), €60 (Area 2) – Information and reservations: Saint-Emilion Tourist Office www.saint-emilion-
tourisme.com & st-emilion.tourisme@wanadoo.fr  
After the recital a Tasting & Cocktail will be served at 22.30 in the cloisters of the Collegial Church in collaboration with the 
Group of Saint-Emilion Premiers Grands Crus Classés and the Association of Saint-Emilion Grands Crus Classés. Contribution: €55 
inc. VAT.  
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Programme 
of the Recital 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Georg Friedrich Handel 
Xerxes – (HWV 40) // Fronde tenere... ombra mai fu  
 
Christoph Willibald Gluck  
Orpheo ed Euridice // Che faro senza Euridice  
 
Giovanni Battista Pergolesi  
Tre Giorni son che Nina  
 
Stephano Donaudy  
Vaghissimma Sembianza  
 
 
Intermission 
 
 
Bizet Les pêcheurs des perles // Je crois entendre encore  
 
Bizet Carmen // La Fleur que tu m’avais jetée  
 
Gounod Roméo et Juliette // L’ Amour – Ah ! Lève toi Soleil  
 
Massenet Werther // Pourquoi me Réveiller!  
 
Massenet Le Cid // Ah! Tout est bien fini...O Souverain…  
 
The programme is expected to last about 90 minutes. 

 



The Saint-Emilion  
Jurade 

 
The Harvest  
Proclamation 

 
 
The Jurade was named after its municipal councillors, called Jurats, that were its members in the former 
Duchy of Aquitaine. Its origins were closely linked with the founding of the commune of Saint-Emilion, but 
in the 20th century another Jurade was revived to help build the celebrity of Saint-Emilion wines.  
 

…The beginnings of the Jurade  
Its foundation dates back to 1199, when John Lackland signed the Falaise Charter, granting Saint-Emilion 
certain “liberties and privileges”. The Jurade’s mission was ensured by "men of substance" and covered at 
that time the running of the town’s local government and commercial interests, and later those of the 
jurisdiction of Saint-Emilion. Since the commercial interests essentially concerned wine, it is easy to 
understand how winegrowing in the area was so heavily influenced by the powers of the Jurade.  
However at the beginning of the Jurade, these powers went beyond winegrowing and included social 
affairs, especially the administration of a hospital, raising taxes  for the nobility and clergy, defending 
personal liberties in general, etc. 
With regard to wine, the strict rules issued by the Jurade doubtlessly contributed to production quality and 
the area’s prosperity. 
 

…International ambassador 
On 13 September 1948, the Jurade was revived to act as an ambassador for Saint-Emilion wines all round 
the world. It promotes the reputation of the appellation, it relives historical events connected with Saint-
Emilion’s vines and celebrates the important days in the winegrowing calendar.  
 

…The Harvest Proclamation  
Twice a year, the Jurats form a procession through the town, dressed in their distinctive headgear and their 
wide red robes decorated with ermine, symbolising the all-powerful Jurade of centuries past.  
The Spring Festival or Proclamation on the New Wine is held on the third Sunday in June. The Harvest 
Proclamation traditionally takes place on the third Sunday of September. The candidates to be inducted 
into the Jurade are accompanied by the Jurats from Parc Guadet to the Collegial Church, where a service is 
celebrated.  
The inductions take place in the cloisters. The ensuing lunch is an opportunity to taste Saint-Emilion wines, 
before the Jurats solemnly make their “Proclamation on the New Wine” from the top of the King’s Tower 
in June and their Harvest Proclamation in September. (Also see Attachments 1 and 2) 
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Joseph Calleja 
Tenor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Born in Malta in 1978, Joseph Calleja, was already receiving singing lessons at the age of 15 from the famous Maltese tenor Paul 
Asciak.  
 
His first professional engagement came in 1997 on the island of Gozo, when he sang the part of Macduff in Verdi’s Macbeth in 
the Astra Theatre. In the same year, he won a prize in his first international competition, the Belvedere Hans Gabor. He then 
won The Caruso Competition in Milan in 1998 and the following year the famous Operalia competition founded and judged by 
Placido Domingo.  
Since then, he has been engaged to perform at practically all the major venues in Europe and North America (Royal Opera House 
– Covent Garden, Vienna State Opera, Metropolitan Opera House, Chicago Lyric Opera, Washington Opera, Los Angeles Opera, 
Seattle Opera, Minnesota Opera, Zurich Opera, Communale di Bologna, Regio di Torino, Staatsoper Munich, Deutsche Oper 
Berlin, Liceo de Barcelona), where he has interpreted the twenty or so most important tenor roles. He has also featured in 
festivals such as the Wexford Opera Festival, the Rossini Opera Festival, as well as in the two Salzburg festivals, the Whitsun and 
the summer festival.  
 
He has also toured throughout Europe, performing recitals solo or in duos with artists like Anna Netrebko, Renée Fleming and 
Bryn Terfel, while working with international conductors, including Riccardo Chailly, Daniel Oren, Zubin Mehta, Nello Santi, Kurt 
Masur, Bruno Bartoletti, Antonio Pappano and James Levine. 
 
Joseph Calleja was the youngest artist to be exclusively signed by Decca and recorded his first album with the company in Spring 
2004, “Tenor Arias” (arias for tenor) conducted by Riccardo Chailly. This was acclaimed by international critics. He has since 
recorded his second album “The Golden Voice” with the same label under the baton of Carlo Rizzi.  
 
He is regularly invited to appear on the major European TV channels and has recorded programmes broadcast by Rai 1, ZDF, RTL, 
HR, Deutsche Welle and ORF. He also performs at private events or for various celebrities, including HRH Elizabeth II.  
 
His current projects for 2009 include interpreting Alfredo in La Traviata at the Vienna Staatsoper, Rofoldo in La Bohème for the 
Munich Staatsoper, Alfredo again in A Royal Opera House, London performance of La Traviata and the Duke in Rigoletto at the 
New York Metropolitan Opera House.  
 
Aged only 30, Joseph Calleja is one of the most sought-after tenors, appearing regularly in all the major international opera 
houses. His voice is described by critics and opera connoisseurs as the first of the new millennium to bridge the divide between 
the “old school” tone and timbre that many hitherto feared lost, and the 21st century opera sound.  
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Press Highlights…  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“ With his distinctive timbre and ease with Donizetti, the young tenor Joseph Calleja has made another album that is 
his most accomplished so far and therefore his most convincing.  
His imposing presence raises great hopes about his future career.  
Singers, whose timbre reveals their identity in the first few notes they sing, are rare and often exceptional.  
The young man’s sad, languorous notes are polished smooth and so tender, they already reveal his singularly fluted 
voice."  
 
Classiquenews.com 
 
 
 
“Calleja is a great find. He has a clean, easy, high-lying voice,  
with a pleasant burr to its timbre, and he sailed through the Duke’s arias effortlessly.”  
 
The Daily Telegraph  
on a performance of Rigoletto in Salzburg 
 
“… a fine, young voice with quite a rare softness.  
One also hears a tenor, who pays close attention to the style and phrasing. 
This extremely nuanced interpretation is delightful, as is his quite accomplished mixed voice which enables  Calleja to 
tackle a piano top C.”  
 
 
 
Resmusica  
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Brian Schembri  
Pianist  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Probably one of the most brilliant Maltese musicians, Brian SCHEMBRI began studying music with his father Carmelo SCHEMBRI. 
He was quickly recognised to be a very talented pianist and was invited to play on television, radio and at concert halls.  
The youngest musician ever to have won his degree from the London Royal Schools of Music, he continued to study in Kiev and 
at the Moscow National “Tchaikovsky” Conservatory. He played an active part in student musical life, both as a pianist and 
conductor, winning first prize at the "Beethoven Concerto Competition". He also won a Music Award and did a post-graduate 
course in piano with Alexander SNEGIRIOV and Sergey DORENSKY, while continuing with his studies as a conductor with Roman 
KOFMANGennady ROZHDESTVENSKY 
 
In 1989, he was engaged by Michel PLASSON assistant conductor of the Toulouse Orchestre du Capitole and worked with 
prestigious conductors such as James JUDD, Edoardo MULLER, Serge BAUDO, Yuri TEMIRKANOV, Garcia NAVARRO, Armin 
JORDAN and Emmanuel KRIVINE.  
 
Brian SCHEMBRI has conducted many reputed orchestras including The State Philharmonic Orchestra of Ukraine, Macedonia, 
Kielce and Tirgu Muras, l'Orchestra Sinfonica di San Remo, l'Orchestre Symphonique et Lyrique de Nancy, The Sinfonietta, The 
Manoel Theatre Orchestra, The Malta National Orchestra, l'Orchestre de Bretagne, l'Orchestra Ciutat de Barcelona, The 
Philharmonic Orchestras of Odessa and Brasov, The Moscow Soloists, The Academic Orchestra of Lisbon, L'Orchestre 
Philharmonique de France, The Royal Omani Symphony Orchestra, l’Orchestra Filarmonica Marchigiana, The Chamber Orchestra 
of Geneva, l'Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse, The Royal Scottish National Symphony Orchestra, The Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra, l'Orchestre National de Lyon, Sofia National Opera Orchestra and The London Philharmonic Orchestra.  
 
He has also conducted more recently the Orquestra Metropolitana de Lisbonne. At present, he is the Musical director and 
Consultant of the Maltese National “Manoel” Theatre, Artistic Director and Principal Conductor of the FILARMONIKA Orchestra.  
 
Brian SCHEMBRI has performed in various festivals: Festival Massenet, “Kiev Symphonic Evenings”, “Octobre en Normandie”, 
“Les Rencontres Musicales d'Evian”, “Festa da Musica”, “Lisboa em Festa” which was broadcast live on Eurovision, “Festival 
MusicAtlantico”, “Festival de Piano Vendôme”, “Henley Festival”, the G7 concert in Lyons, which was broadcast on international 
television. He has also conducted opera performances for Arcal, l’Ensemble Justiniana, l’Atelier Lyrique du Centre, Opera 
Nomade (Paris), the Rennes and Nancy operas, and composed music for the productions of the Manoel Theatre, the Maltese 
Teatru Strada Stretta and La Comédie Française.  
 
At the same time as the piano recitals that he gives in Malta, Italy, France, Ukraine, Switzerland, Germany, Russia and Great 
Britain, he has recorded a ‘Piano Recital’ CD of the three great sonatas by Beethoven, Schubert and Rachmaninov, as well as 
other CDs of the works of Charles Camilleri with the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and the Royal Scottish National 
Orchestra. Brian SCHEMBRI received the Malta Cultural Award in 1988 and the Medal of Service to the Republic in 2008. 
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Organisation  
Information  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Recital organiser   The Saint-Emilion Wine Council and the Saint-Emilion Jurade  

 
 
Place and time   Saturday 12 september 

In the Saint-Emilion Collegial Church at 20.00  
 
 
Prices     €110 (area 1); €60 (area 2)  

 
Reservations available  From 1 July 2009 at 
    Saint-Emilion Tourist Office, Place des Créneaux, 
    33330 Saint-Emilion, France  
    +33 (0)5 57 55 28 28  
    E-mail: st-emilion.tourisme@wanadoo.fr  
    Site: www.saint-emilion-tourisme.com 
    Payment by cheque or in cash only 
 

Press contacts  Emmanuelle Ponsan-Dantin 
     + 33 (0)6 86 67 95 11 
    emmanuelle.ponsan-dantin@vins-saint-emilion.com  
 
    Associate Press Service  
    Canal Com / Noëlle Arnault  
    +33 (0)5 56 79 70 53  
    canalcom@club-internet.fr 10  

http://www.saint-emilion-tourisme.com/
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Attachment 1  
History of the 

Saint-Emilion Jurade  
 
 
FOUNDATION OF THE JURADE IN 1199  
 
 
 
 
 

The foundation of the Jurade dates back to 8 July 1199, when the Falaise Charter was signed by 
John Lackland, King of England and son of Eleanor of Aquitaine. The region of Aquitaine was 
English at that time through the marriage of Eleanor with Henry Plantagenet, the future King 
Henry II. She confirmed the legal, administrative and economic powers of  the people of Saint-
Emilion, which had been granted to them by John’s predecessor and brother, Richard the 
Lionheart. In 1289, in the reign of Edward 1st, these powers were extended to the villages in the 
Jurisdiction of Saint-Emilion, covering practically the same area as that of the present Saint-
Emilion and Saint-Emilion Grand Cru appellations. 

 
From this point on, the Saint-Emilion Jurats were in charge of the interior affairs of the 
Jurisdiction. They controlled and ran the local administration, justice and all aspects of policing 
their territory. With regard to winegrowing, the Jurade’s role was dominant. It watched over the 
production and ageing of “fine” wines, held the vintner’s brand which was burnt into every 
barrel, made the Harvest Proclamation, punished misconduct and fraud and destroyed the wine 
considered to be unworthy.  

 
All these measures were in force up to the French Revolution, ensuring the prosperity and the 
brilliant renown of Saint-Emilion proclaimed to be "King of Wines" in England and "the Nectar 
of Gods" by Louis XIV.  

 
Attachment 1: translation of the “ Vidimus” document, the original of which is kept at the Saint-
Emilion Town Hall.  
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THE JURADE TODAY  
 
 
 
 
 

Revived in 1948, the present Jurade is inspired by the powers and responsibilities granted over the 
centuries. Made up of 49 Jurats from Saint-Emilion and 12 from Lussac Saint-Emilion and Puisseguin 
Saint-Emilion, it contributes substantially to the promotion of Saint-Emilion wines, both in France 
and in other countries.  
 
Every year, it makes the traditional “Proclamation on the New Wine” on the third Sunday in June 
and the “Harvest Proclamation” on the third Sunday of September. Everywhere, it organises 
tastings, receptions and induction ceremonies all over the world to promote the reputation of the 
wines from the area of Saint-Emilion.  
 
The Jurade has several thousand members, ranking as Peers of the Jurade, ‘Prud’hommes’, 
Winegrowers of Honour or Ladies of the Jurade, who are all active ambassadors of Saint-Emilion 
wines worldwide. These are celebrities from all walks of life: heads of state and ambassadors, 
Mstlav Rostropovitch, Professor Luc Montagne, Bernard Clavel, Charles Aznavour, Alain Decaux; 
actors, Michel Serrault, Fabrice Luchini, Patrick Timsit, Michèle Laroque, François Berléand, Frédéric 
Diefenthal, Patrick Bruel, José Garcia, Khad Merad, Gérard Jugnot, Olivier Marchal, Pierre 
Bellemare, Ariane Massenet, Angun, Vincent Lindon, Les Inconnus; sports celebrities, Jean-Pierre 
Papin, David Douillet, Jeannie Longo, Michel Platini, Eric Cantona, etc. 
 
 
The Jurade was widened in 2008 as a result of the foundation of the Saint-Emilion Wine Council in 
2007. At the Spring Festival on 15 June 2008, the winegrowers of Lussac Saint-Emilion and 
Puisseguin Saint-Emilion joined the Saint-Emilion Jurade. They are now represented as Jurats of 
Lussac Saint-Emilion and Jurats of Puisseguin Saint-Emilion. Jacques Bertrand, President of the 
Federation of the Great Wines of Bordeaux and former President of the Saint-Emilion Winegrowers’ 
Association, was elected to be First Jurat in February 2008.  
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SAINT-EMILION, A UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE - 1999-2009  
 
 
 

This year the Jurisdiction of Saint-Emilion celebrates the tenth anniversary of the listing of its 
territory as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Saint-Emilion Wine Council, the Tourist Office 
and the councils and the Community of Communes have the ambition of celebrating this event 
appropriately throughout the Jurisdiction of Saint-Emilion. During 2009, the people and their 
elected representatives will take this opportunity to promote their area, their heritage, their 
landscape, their expertise and their way of life. 

 
The vineyards of Saint-Emilion have been listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in the “cultural landscapes” 
category since December 1999.  
 
 
 

This is the first time in the world, a winegrowing area has been listed as a world heritage site. 
UNESCO thus recognised the universally exceptional value of this area, consisting of: 

.  5,400 hectares (12,340 acres) of vines located in the Saint-Emilion and Saint- Emilion 

Grand Cru appellation areas 

.  Eight communes, which formed the old Jurisdiction of Saint-Emilion 

This site bears remarkable witness to an agricultural tradition and a living civilisation around winegrowing – 
Man working together with Nature. 

There are a number of features that justify this listing as a world heritage site: 

. a landscape that has preserved some exceptional historical hallmarks (the medieval town 

of Saint-Emilion, Romanesque churches in the neighbouring villages, caves, mills and 
pigeon lofts, etc. 

. a living, developing landscape, the Saint-Emilion vineyards that have been shaped by 

generations of people, who have striven for centuries to preserve this heritage, while 
developing it. 

It is the work of these generations of winegrowers, who over the centuries have shaped  the Saint-Emilion hills 
and valleys, that was recognised by UNESCO. 

 



 13 

Attachment 2 
Programme 

of the Harvest Proclamation 
of the Saint-Emilion Jurade 

 
 
 
The Harvest  Proclamation of the Saint-Emilion Jurade will be an occasion to celebrate our 
Wine and our Heritage in the heart of the old Medieval town. 
 
Sunday 13 September  
 
 
 
9.00  
 
• Guests welcomed in the Town Hall Gardens, rue Guadet at Saint-Emilion 
 
 
10.00  
 
• Mass in the Collegial Church  
• Inductions of the new dignitaries of the Jurade  
 
 
12.30 
 
 •Harvest Proclamation Lunch – €145, by invitation only 
Contact: Jurade of Saint-Emilion – Tel. +33 (0)557 555 050 – Fax +33 (0)557 246 557  
E-mail:  jurade@vins-saint-emilion.com  
 
 

17.00 • Harvest proclamation from the King’s Tower  
 

mailto:jurade@vins-saint-emilion.com

